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BUILDING A BLOG FROM SCRATCH

Presented by Jonathan Bacon, Academic Director, Educational Technology Center, Johnson
County Community College, at SIDLIT 2008 on Friday, August 1, 2008.

(= Blogger: Create your Blog Now -- FREE - Windows Internet Explorer 1 GO to the Blogger Slte at

@g/. ~ | httpsiffweny, bloggsr comjstart v & [[#] (%] | |EJE www.blogger.com.

9 gt | O)mooger: crests your oo e [ | i e - B Shroc_- ey - rone - 2. Your first step is to create an

account. If you already have a Gmail
S L s or Google account, use that account.
with your Google Account K
B log g e r g When ready, click the large orange
I .
. . arrow with the text “Create Your

Blog Now” in the bottom right
8:03 P more » corner of the screen.

Kids’ Books UK

SIGN IN

What's a blog? Create a blog in 3 Recommendation: Click the “Take
easy steps: a Quick Tour” button to view a
% % @ @ o Create an account helpful overview.
0 Name your blog
fhﬂfgh\ft': reﬂiﬁck pl\:uots:5 m?h?le o Choose a template 3. Notice that you,ll need to enter an

existing email account password

A blog is your easy-to-use web site, where you can quickly post .
thoughts, interact with people, and mare. All for FREE. CREATEIVOUIIER Ot ROW, and dlSplay name.

Home | About | Buzz | Help | Discuss | Language | Developers | Gear
Terms of Service | Privacy | Content Policy | Copyright @ 199 - 2008 Google
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to use a recognizable display name.

For instance, if you're doing a blog

8 Blogger : _
for professional reasons, using your
cxeh . ccoonr ' real name as your display name
makes sense. [t enables colleagues
o Create a Google Account (;J:g"ggle to contact you easily.

This process will create a Google account that you can use on other Google services. If you already

have a Google account perhaps from Gmail, Google Groups, or Orkut, please sign in first HOWEVEI‘, for Dersonal SeCllrltV
reasons, if students are creating

Email address | Ynu‘ll use this address to

(must already exisy) i blogs and intend to write personal
S comments, they may wish to use a
permission. = screen name or display name that is

Rty i e \ | ki i not easily traceable back to them.
e 0 Yo This does not mean anyone can

Enter a password \ | it write recklessly about others (e.g.,

Password strength:

make slanderous comments).
Google can identify you through the
Nisnlav nama | | The name used to stan o « » . .
< | > real” email address you provide.

1|Page

Retype password ‘ |
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other Google services.
We'll never share it with
third parties withaut your
permission.

Retype email address ‘ | Type in your email address

again to make sure thers
are no typos.

Enter a password ‘ | Must be at least B

characters long.

Password strength:

Retype password ‘ |

Display name ‘ | The name used to sign

your blog posts.

Word Verification Type the characters you

see in the picture to the
left.

[ 1 accept the Terms of Service Indicate that you have

read and understand

Acceptance of Terms

Blogger's Terms of Service
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71} NAME BLOG

o Name your blog

Blog title
‘Your blog’s title wil appear on your published blog, on your dashboard and in your
profile.
Blog address (URL) http:// .blogspot.com
Check Availability
The URL you select will be used by visitors to access your blog. Learn mare

Word Verification E
Type the characters you see in the picture.

Advanced Options  (you can always set up advanced options later)

Host your blog ‘Want to host your blog somewhere else? Try Advanced Blog Setup . This
will allow you to host your blog somewhere other than Blogspot.

[ conrnur 2
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You'll also need to type in the word
verification text (called CAPTCHA),
“read” and accept the “Terms of
Service.”

Click the Orange “Continue “ button.

Next you’ll need to name and then
configure your blog.

Note: The Blog Title is what appears
at the top of your blog (it may be
changed later, but only with
deliberation). The Blog address
determines the prefix to your URL
(at blogspot.com). Use something
short and easy for you and others to
remember and type.

Again you’ll need to complete the
word verification. This tells Google
and/or Blogger that you're not a
SPAM machine.

Click the orange “Continue” button.
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Design your blog

Whether you're starting your blog or just think it's time to give your existing blog
a facelift, Blogger's user-friendly editing tools help you easily design a great-
looking page.

Templates — Our collection of templates will get you started with an attractive
site right away without you having to learn any HTML, though Blogger also allows
you to edit your blog's HTML code whenever you want.

Custom colors and fonts — When you're ready to take the next step, you can
further customize our templates to create a design that perfectly reflects you and
your blog.

Drag-and-drop page elements — Blogger's simple drag-and-drop system lets you
easily decide exactly where your posts, profiles, archives and other parts of your
blog should live on the page.

Home | About | Buzz | Help | Discuss | Language | Developers | Gear
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% Engage your friends

Blogging is about more than just putting your thoughts on the web. It's about
connecting with and hearing from anyone who reads your work and cares to
respond. With Blogger, you control who can read and write to your blog — let just
a few friends or the entire world see what you have to say!

Blogger Comments let anyone, anywhere, offer feedback on your posts. You can
choose whether you want to allow comments on a post-by-post basis, and you can
delete any comments you don't like.

Access Controls let you decide who can read and who can write to your blog. You
can use a group blog with multiple authors as an excellent communication tool for
small teams, families and other groups. Or as a single author, you can create a
private online space for collecting news, links, and ideas, to keep to yourself or
share with as many readers as you want.

Blogger Profiles let you find people and blogs that share your interests. Your
Blogger Profile, where you can list your blogs, your interests, and more, lets

people find you (but only if you want to be found).

Now you're ready to configure your blog.
Any of the choices you make here may be
changed later.

Choices include:

v

The template design you wish to
use.

The colors and fonts for your blog.
Elements of Blogger you want to use
on your blog.

Whether you allow moderated or
unmoderated comments on your
blog.

Who can access, and author on your
blog.

How you will identify yourself on
your blogs at Blogger (your Profile).
One profile will be used for all your
Blogger blogs.

Closing Notes: borrowed from Tracy Newman'’s “Blogs, Wikis, and Podcasts - Oh My!” presented at SIDLIT 2007

(see http:

Blogs:

web.jccc.edu/edtech/notes

et.asp?DocumentID=147):

Definition: weblog; journal containing dated entries and comments on each entry.

Uses: receptive learning (like a discussion board, frame prompts and let students comment on them), class
assignments, reflections, journal entries; class blog where instructor posts summaries of classroom discussions,
reinforces the week’s key concepts, clarifies difficult topics; response strengthening - instructor comments on
student posts with direct, positive feedback that encourages students to pursue more information on the topic.

Encourages: learner-centered feedback and dialogue, personal investment in the material, interactivity and social
interaction between students, extended contact between instructor and exceptional students which fosters a
mentoring relationship
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