
Pegasus Descending by James Lee Burke

A review by Mary Doherty and Laurie Allen

James Lee Burke has been accused of being too literary 
a writer to write mysteries.  His plots are complex, 
his characters richly realized.  He’s been placed in the 
“hard-boiled” detective category but he keeps straying.  
In his Dave Robicheaux series, we follow the life of a 
New Orleans cop who struggles to escape the stagnant 
and vicious world of corrupt police, deserving victims 
and criminals with southern pedigrees while battling 
with his own personal demons.  A recovering alcoholic 
and defender of the “have-nots”, Robicheaux fights 
his personal, social and criminal battles tirelessly.  He 
doesn’t always succeed.  
As in most series, characters continue to live, suffer, 
die and change.  This novel is carefully constructed so 
that each 
character has 
a specific 
purpose in 
the final 
resolution of 
the plot.  In 
addition, the 
characters 
are a study in 
contrast.   In 
Dave’s 
personal life, 
his wife, a 
former nun along with his pets--a  cat and a 3-legged 
raccoon-- represent all that is good.  They understand, 
love, trust and pamper him.  Clete Purcell is one of 
several long-time friends and co-workers who has a 
deep sense of morality.  Robicheaux’s friends are very 
loyal and will go to extremes to protect and defend those 
who measure up to their standards.  They are not above 
bending the law or beyond ignoring the rules of police 
procedure.  They do not hesitate to use violence. They 
will go to shocking extremes to bring order and justice 
to those they consider worthy.  Robicheaux’s boss is 
another character who appreciates and supports Dave 
because she understands that his heart is in the right 
place.  Even those who are on the other side of the law 
sometimes win Dave’s admiration.  Monarch Little, a 
black drug dealer, and Cesaire Darbonne, a man who 
commits murder, are under Dave’s wing because he 
believes that they did wrong for the right reasons. 
 

In stark contrast, lowlifes such as Whitey Bruxal, and 
his racketeering friend,  Bello Lujan commit outrageous 
crimes and acts of violence.  Even the district attorney is 
on Dave’s black list because he is willing to convict an 
innocent man to promote his own political ambitions.

Burke plunks you right down in the middle of Louisiana 
country in this, his 15th Dave Robicheaux book titled 
Pegasus Descending.  Once he takes you to New Iberia 
parish, to the small town that Robicheaux has called 
home for many of his later adventures, you are welcomed 
in like an old friend. Setting is a main character for Burke 
and he brings it so vividly to life you are ready for a 
lemonade and hammock before you are aware you’ve got 
a thirst.  As you get settled, you are drawn in to the story 
of Dave Robicheaux’s friend, Dallas Klein.  Dallas was 
executed during an armored car robbery in Florida twenty 
years ago. Dave has never been able to bury his own 

guilt, for he saw Dallas murdered.  He was too 
drunk to do anything about it. 

Robicheaux knew then who was behind the 
killing, but Whitey Bruxal was never convicted.  
Whitey came from a time and place that shaped 
him.  Dave lived close by that same place.  
Dave knows the boy that Whitey was but can’t 
fathom the man he has become.

Back in the present, Dave runs across Dallas 
Klein’s daughter. She is caught passing dye-
marked bills at a local casino.  The bills are old 
–maybe 20 years old.  

Whitey Bruxal’s son is questioned after a fight 
at the local McDonald’s.  A third event…the apparent 
suicide of a young girl who had a bright future seems to 
be related to other crimes. 

As always, you cannot step away from Robicheaux’s life; 
you must see how he finds a way to fight the wrongs, 
protect his family and bury his ghosts.   What keeps you 
reading late into the night, is the knowledge that life in 
Robicheaux country is hauntingly beautiful, seductively 
cruel and not always fair.  

Library Location: McNaughton Collection, 2nd Floor Call 
Number: MCN Burke, J. Pegas 
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Beginning in Fall ’07, Introduction to Library Research (LIBR 125) will be a prerequisite for students entering 
the JCCC Legal Studies Program (Paralegal A.A., Paralegal Certificate, Legal Nurse Consultant Certificate).  
Since LIBR 125 was first offered in Spring ’98, enrollment has grown steadily.  Now, enrollment should increase 
dramatically, perhaps to about 100 students per year.  LIBR 125, Introduction to Library Research is a one-
credit class that will continue to be offered both as an on-campus course and as a www-based distance learning 
course.  This course provides an introduction to the methods and technologies of library research.  The resources 
of Billington Library are featured, although the emphasis is on building information retrieval skills that will be 
useful in many settings.  Please call us if you would like more information about Introduction to Library Research 
or any other Billington Library service.

Introduction to Library Research

Often in our newsletter we feature photographs of beautiful 
flowering trees and plants.  These photos have been taken by our 
Library Director, Mark Daganaar.   While many know Mark as a 

collector of 
everything 
from buttons, 
license 
plates, cuff 
links, coins 
and much, 
much more, most associate Mark with his love of plants.  With 
meticulous care he tends and nourishes dozens of delicate plants, 
hearty vegetables and a variety of trees from late winter or early 
spring on.   He has hundreds of pictures to prove how this has been 
time well spent.  The librarian in him has come out in the fact that he 
keeps a complete and well-documented card catalog on everything he 
has purchased and 
planted.  Ask him 
the name of the tree 
or plant, he knows 
it.  Ask him the name 
or category of the 

family from which it comes, he knows it—sometimes even in Latin.  He 
knows what food works best, what soil enrichment is needed and whether 
it grows better in a sandbox, or the flower bed.  

While some of us may never appreciate the work that goes into the 
growth and development of it all, we can appreciate the beauty, and for 
that we are grateful for the fact that he has this interest in horticulture!
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Have you seen our latest displays in the glass cases adjacent to the second floor library 
near the Circulation desk? If not, we encourage you to do so as they are really interesting 
and in our opinion quite attractively done!  We asked Judi Vaughn, Reference Librarian, 
and one of our display creators, how she comes up with her ideas.  To this she replied, 
“They stem from curiosity and enthusiasm.  I keep a file folder handy and when I 
think of something that I think might make an eye-catching display, I jot down enough 
information so that I can explore the topic further when I have spare time.  I think 
libraries are interesting places with lots of cool stuff!  Displays make it possible to share 
this knowledge with people who may even just be passing through on their way out of 
the building.”

“As an avid reader of both fiction and non-fiction books, I get curious about what goes 
into writing research.  For example, Michael Crichton’s techno-thriller novel, State of 
Fear, takes a very controversial stance on the issue of global warming.  This led me 
to explore the science of global warming and how it might affect the different living 
conditions on our earth, which led to the first of a series of displays on the Earth’s 
biomes.  Another example would be the non-fiction book Krakatoa by Simon Winchester 
which has led to an interest in natural phenomena such as volcanoes, hurricanes, etc. and 
will eventually make its way into a display window.”

“Some of the future on-campus displays we intend to feature will be on biomes, 
pandemics (one of our librarians actually owns a skeleton!), chemistry in everyday life, animals and civilization, and invasive 
and alien species (spooky science!).  Sometimes our displays are the results of suggestions by others.  We’ve had suggestions for 
displays on jazz, pottery, interior design, children’s toys and books. Our displays always focus on the books, music, and DVDs in 
our collection that library patrons can check-out.  Any ideas for displays are welcome.  We are happy to work with anyone who has a 
great idea.”
  
“The non-book items that help complete our displays and make the displays 
come alive are gathered from the basements, closets, etc. of the library staff, their 
families, and friends.  I wander around asking, for example, ‘Does anyone know 
someone who keeps bees?’  Someone always comes up with helpful information.”

“This fall we have added featured subjects on the right-hand side of the library 
home page.  This online display has already featured a variety of subjects, such 
as graphic novels, automotive repair manuals and databases, fashionable shoes, 
and cooking for the holidays.  It is our intention that our entire collection will 
eventually have the spotlight focused on them.”

Our thanks to Judi Vaughn and Marsha Cousino, Reference Librarians, both of 
whom share the excitement of planning the “what’s new” aspects of our library by 
putting them on display.  

In Memory of

Russell Henry Meier

 2006

A gift to the Billington Library

A wonderful collection of railroading books has been added to the 
Billington Library and is now available to students and the entire 
community.  The books, from the personal collection of Russell 
Henry Meier of Kansas City, MO, were donated by the Meier 
family to JCCC following Russ Meier’s death earlier in the year.  To 
commemorate the gift, Cindy Clark, Library Assistant, designed a 
bookplate which has been placed in the front of each book.  Thanks 
to the Meiers for thinking of Johnson County Community College.


